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view prominently before the public. If, however, subjects from
Indian States migrated to British Indian territory owing to the
oppression of any Indian Prince, the sWaraj government will on no
account hand over these people to the mercies of the Prince con-
cerned. This guarantee to the subject and the guarantee to the
Princes about their status postulate good government in the Indian
States.
In geometry there are certain postulates. So also there are
some in the political science. When the Princes are guaranteed
their status it is presumed that they will also guarantee progressive
and enlightened government to their subjects. I am shortly to
preside over the KathiaWar States Conference at Bhavnagar and I
have reserved all my detailed say about the Indian States for this
occasion. I was invited to preside over this Conference long ago.
But before my incarceration I had unfurled the banner of satyagraha
and I thought that my acceptance of the presidentship of any of
these conferences might jeopardize the position of the Chiefs. I
did not wish to put them in an awkward position and thus to. mar
the harmonious relations which existed between them and me.
You know that I am an out-and-out believer in non-violence. To
embitter the sweet relations between Princes and their subjects would
be contrary to my principles. But I need not assure you that I can
never forget the people of these States and their legitimate claims.
My desire is to maintain sweet reasonableness in my handling the
question of Indian States and I do not wish to prejudice any party,
My sole desire is that the status of Princes and the rights of their
subjects should be respected. I earnestly wish to enlist the
sympathies of the Princes in this propaganda of khadi and the
charkha. I have pinned my faith to the spinning-wheel On it
I believe the salvation of this country depends.
After the Mahatma left, Mr. Kelkar gave a summary of his speech in
Marathi ...
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